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SPPREAD MEETING 2022 
This time hosted by The Research Centre for management, organization and social 

sciences, VIA University College 
June 22nd, 2022 

 

SPPREAD – Social Pedagogy Practice, Research and Development is an international network 
whose members are affiliated to academic institutions and professional associations: Aalborg 
University and Via University College (Denmark), Dundee University and Abertay University 
(Scotland), London University College (England), University of Brasília and Pontifical Catholic 
University of Rio de Janeiro (Brazil); the International Association of Social Pedagogy (SPPA).  

Our shared goal is to co-construct an international perspective around critical social issues that 
are present in different societies in a globalized world. We also intend to share experience and 
develop an integrated theoretical-methodological framework to improve the professional 
performance of different social actors within communities and facilities in the scope of 
assistance, social pedagogy, health, education, justice and other contexts of practice.  

Since its creation at a meeting at Aalborg University, January 2018, participants keep monthly 
online meetings and, in exception to the period dominated by SARS-Covid pandemic, we usually 
hold a yearly at-presence meeting: 2018, Dundee; 2019, London and 2022: Aarhus. Each of the 
meetings had its specific role and importance to strengthen our academic bonds and sensitize 
the group to novel challenges to social pedagogy in a rapidly changing world. 

Since 2021, together with a deep concern about the impacts of pandemics upon our practices 
and knowledge construction, our online discussions have been strongly driven towards critical 
theoretical approaches to social sciences and social work, including a growing interest in such 
perspectives as black feminism, racial studies, and decolonial epistemologies. This appears to us 
as an unavoidable, necessary shift, considering our intention to collaborate with professional 
practices that promote democracy, ethics, social justice and economic equality within our 
different societal settings, and others.  

This new orientation is reflected in the works to be presented in the following conference, 22nd 
June in Aarhus. The topic of transgression, based on the inspiring work of bell hooks, is adopted as 
a concept and metaphor that depicts the principles and goals of social pedagogy in a critical 
perspective. 

By this event, we intend to: 

1) Present SPPREAD international network to a broader audience, aiming at gathering new 
interlocutors (students, researchers, practitioners) and institutional partners;  

2) Consolidate new theoretical and methodological perspectives, emerging within our 
network by means of a dialogical structured meeting; 

3) Construct the basis of an international research project to be held by participants in the 
following years. 
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PROGRAM 

TRANSGRESSION AND CREATIVITY IN SOCIAL PEDAGOGY AND 
SOCIAL WORK 

Wednesday 22. June, at VIA UC, campus c, 8000 Aarhus C, room 
C1.42 

 

9-9.15  Welcome and practicalities by the arrangement group  

9.15-9.45  Key note: Mogens Jensen Agency and knowing – transgression and creativity 

9.45-10.00 Questions and discussion  

10.00-10.20 Coffee break  

Session 1:  Social pedagogy, its intersectionalities and institutional logics 

10.20-11.00 Cecile Remy Transgression between individual relationships and social structure. 

11.05-11.45  Maria Cláudia Oliveira, Maria Helena Zamora, Tatiana Yokoy 

Raciality, intersubjectivity and transgression in Brazilian educational programs: 
insights for social education (online presentation) 

11.45-12.45 Buy-your-own-lunch-break  

12.45-13.15  Key note: Mark Smith On love and transgression 

13.15-13.30 Questions and discussion  

Session 2: Methodological approaches to complex empirical settings 

13.35-14.00  Sebastian Monteaux Widening Participation and facilitating 'Engaged Pedagogy' 
through Reflective Practice Groups 

14.10-14.40 Charlotte Vange Løvstad and Lotte Junker Harbo How knowledge on trust, mistrust 
and threshold experiences can support practitioners transgressing institutional 
logics 

14.40 – 15.05 Robyn KempTheory as healing, liberatory and revolutionary 

15.10-15.20 Coffee break 

Session 3: Solidarity, empowerment and social work 

15.20-16.00 Mie Engen “Holding my sister’s hand” – perceptions of motherhood and practices of 
solidarity in family therapy and support work 

16.05-16.45 Vibeke Bak Nielsen Traumatised women connecting in informal groups at a 
women´s shelter 

16.50-17.00: Final session  
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Abstracts of the papers (in the order of their presentation): 

Agency and knowing – transgression and creativity  

by Mogens Jensen, Ph.d. associate professor emeritus, Aalborg University, Denmark. 
Human experience influences actions and to transgress this we must understand how this 
dynamic unfolds. Through a psychological analysis of experience, knowledge and action I will 
connect these to ontological standpoints in social pedagogical work. The focus throughout these 
elaborations will be to develop agency to transgress one’s own background and previous 
knowledge. 

Transgression between individual relationships and social structure  
by Cecile Remy, University College London, UK. 
Freire, hooks and Fanon, but also within social pedagogy Mollenhauer talk about social 
reproduction as a tension, a choice in the everyday where individuals can reproduce the status 
quo or enact new possibilities. In this transgression there is a point where it becomes possible to 
have some kind of impact on social structures, beyond the web of relationships that each of us 
find ourselves in. It's this point of transgression and this commonality between social structure 
and our own network of relationships that I want to explore, and illustrate this with examples from 
residential care for young people.  

Raciality, intersubjectivity and transgression in Brazilian educational programs: insights for 

social education  

by Maria Cláudia Oliveira, Ph.D., associate professor, University of Brasil, Maria Helena Zamora, 
Ph.D., associate professor, Pontifical University Catholic of Rio de Janeiro; Tatiana Yokoy, Ph.D., 
associate professor, University of Brasil, all from Brasil.  
In this presentation, the authors will discuss the correlation between raciality and the social 
production of indiscipline/risk behaviors/transgression, as part of a field of meanings about power 
and racial inequality in the intersubjective relationships within contexts of psychological practice 
in educational programs and socio-educational services in the Brazilian Juvenile Justice System.  

On love and transgression  

by Mark Smith, Professor, University of Dundee, Scotland 
The idea of love in pedagogical relationships can be looked on with suspicion and considered 
unprofessional. bell hooks recognises the possibility of love in such relationships but also 
recognises that it can be a transgressive act. Drawing on a range of sources, including some of 
the author’s own material, this paper will consider the transgressive possibilities of allowing love 
into professional relationships.  

Widening Participation and facilitating 'Engaged Pedagogy' through Reflective Practice 

Groups  

by Sebastian Monteaux, associate professor, Abertay University, Scotland 
This presentation will explore the introduction of Reflective Practice Groups within an 
undergraduate mental health nursing programme at the University of Abertay, Scotland. It will 
examine the potential of these groups to not only support students to embrace the complexity 
and uncertainty of professional practice but also to consider how reflective dialogue can act to 
enable mutual exploration of personal narratives to transgress beyond the confines of dominant 
social, professional, and theoretical boundaries.  
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How knowledge on trust, mistrust and threshold experiences can support practitioners 

transgressing institutional logics  

by Charlotte Vange Løvstad, associate professor & Lotte Junker Harbo, ph.d. associate professor, 
both VIA University College, Denmark 
On the basis of a research project that describes a shift from trust to mistrust in young people’s 
experiences with the help system, this presentation offers different perspectives on how this shift 
in trust calls for the ability to support transgression of former experiences from the help system 
(ie social workers and social pedagogues). 

Theory as healing, liberatory and revolutionary  

by Robyn Kemp, Chair, Social Pedagogy Professional Association, UK and Ireland 
In her chapter on Theory as Liberatory Practice bell hooks (1994:61) argues that ‘theory is not 
inherently healing, liberatory or revolutionary. It fulfils this function only when we ask that it do so 
and direct our theorising towards this end.’  I will discuss the opportunities and challenges 
of asking it to do so when facilitating experiential learning about social pedagogy and relational 
practice in the UK and Ireland. I will examine how experiential learning as a necessary pre-
requisite for social work is broadly misunderstood and how, when practitioner students are given 
the opportunity for experiential learning in the 'classroom', they can find theories healing, 
liberatory and revolutionary, and practically useful for navigating the everyday unknowns of the 
work.  

“Holding my sister’s hand” – perceptions of motherhood and practices of solidarity in family 

therapy and support work  
by Mie Engen, Ph.D. associate professor, Aalborg University, Denmark 

With an offset in bell hook’s conceptualisation of ‘transgressive practice’, the article argues that 
truly “holding my sister’s hand” (hooks 1994) and practicing solidarity with mothers in vulnerable 
positions, involves both acknowledging and transgressing painful life histories of disadvantage 
and careful listening. It is argued that shared understanding of particular female experiences of 
motherhood (sisterhood) does not mediate relations of disadvantage and asymmetrical power 
relationships, unless these differences in conditions for practices of motherhood are 
acknowledged and attended to.   

Traumatised women connecting in informal groups at a womans shelter  

by Vibeke Bak Nielsen, Ph.D., associate professor, Aalborg University, Denmark 
On the basis of a research project this presentation explores dynamics in traumatised women 
connecting in informal groups at a women´s shelter, and how these dynamics help these women 
transcending an identity as victim of partner violence. 
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