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PraSK  
Practices, Skills and Knowledge - An exploration of learning opportunities in education and professional practice as a dimension   
of social and technological change. 
 
The PraSK exploration is kicked off by a seminar series that encompasses different disciplines with the potential to embrace reflec-  

tive endeavors related to current practices and competences at play in increasingly digitalized learning and working lives; these  

include computer science and informatics, human-computer interaction, educational sciences and subject didactics, philosophy,  

and media and communication. The PraSK project is conducted in a collaboration between Jönköping University and VIA Univer 

sity College. The seminar series aims to highlight and critically examine theoretical and empirical research issues in order to bring 

forth state- of-the-art scholarship of relevance to the exploration. All seminars are public and free of charge. 

 

 
FEBRUARY 18, 2022 
14.00-16.00 
 

THE TRAJECTORIES OF A 
LIFE 
This presentation combines a 

phenomenological account of 

life trajectories with a practice 

theory approach to the social 

contexts in which life trajecto-

ries occur to illuminate key 

features of the phenomena 

studied by life course re-

search. The discussion con-

strues life trajectories, not as 

the events and transitions 

that make up the progress of 

life in specific life domains, 

but as central dimensions of a 

life qua continually unfolding 

entity. It subjects three types 

of trajectories so construed to 

analysis: space-time paths, 

successions of actions, and 

past-future arcs. It then ex-

plores the contextualization of 

such trajectories in constella-

tions of social practices. The 

presentation concludes by sit-

uating life and its trajectories 

in the causal order of society 

and reflecting on the ad-

vantages of using theories of 

practices in this context. 

  

Ted Schatzki 
Professor of Geography, and 

of Philosophy and Sociology.    

 

His research interests lie in 

theorizing social life, and he is 

widely associated with a 

stream of thought called 

practice theory that is active 

today in a range of social dis-

ciplines, including geography, 

sociology, organizational 

studies, education, anthropol-

ogy, international relations, 

and history.   Among his cur-

rent research interests are a 

practice-theory-of-institu-

tions account of blockchain 

and, more generally, algorith-

mic organization; the digital 

mediation of social relations 

and associations; and the 

conceptions of space needed 

to understand digitalized so-

ciety.  In the spring of 2018 

he received an honorary doc-

torate from Aalborg Univer-

sity in Denmark. A November 

29, 2021 article in the Daily 

Nous based on the Scopus in-

dex listed Schatzki as the 

13th most cited philosopher 

in the world in 2020. 

 

  
APRIL 1, 2022 
13.00-15.00 
 

PUTTING THE THEORY OF 

PRACTICE ARCHITECTURES 

TO WORK IN EDUCATIONAL 

RESEARCH 

The theory of practice architec-

tures (TPA), a contemporary 

practice theory developed by 

Stephen Kemmis and Peter 

Grootenboer and colleagues, is 

being increasingly put to work 

to investigate complex educa-

tional issues. In this session, we 

will explore some of the possi-

bilities and challenges of using 

this theory as an analytical re-

source in educational research. 

A starting point for discussion 

will be some examples from 

Kathleen's research, which ex-

amines, among other things, 

conditions for teaching and 

learning, leading, and research-

ing praxis in higher education.  

 

Kathleen Mahon 

Associate Professor (Docent) in 

Pedagogical Work, University of 

Borås, Sweden. 

 

Her research areas are educa-

tional praxis, higher education 

  

pedagogy, teacher professional 

learning, and outdoor educa-

tion. Kathleen is lead-editor of 

the Springer books Exploring 

Education and Professional 

Practice – Through the Lens of 

Practice Architectures (2017) 

and Pedagogy, Education and 

Praxis in Critical Times (2020) 

and co-editor of Living Well in a 

World Worth Living in for All - 

Volume 1: Current Practices of 

Social Justice, Sustainability 

and Wellbeing (forthcoming). 

She is also a Senior Editor of 

the Journal of Praxis in Higher 

Education, and co-leader of the 

HUPP research group (Högre 

utbildning, praxis och politik) 

and Director of the SPETS 

(Studies on Professional Educa-

tion and Training for Society) 

research school at the Univer-

sity of Borås. Kathleen has a 

professional background as a 

secondary school and outdoor 

education teacher in Australia. 

 

 

Language: English 

Join the seminars online at 

ZOOM: JU-SE.ZOOM.US 

/J/7262330985 
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